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EARLY M ODERN DISCOURSES ONEUROPE

Starting in the post-war decades of th& 26ntury, the history, the concept, and the idgmtit
Europe as a geographical, cultural, political gielis and ideological entity has become a popular
field of investigation in many different disciplimeHistorians, political scientists, and philoldgis
have come to examine the meaning of Europe indbe 6f contemporary developments and
problems, which the European integration is facifweir research shows that while ancient and
medieval writers may have already ‘sensed’ someafdEuropean identity, a proper discourse
on the continent’s political significance, cultunadeaning, historical fate and contemporary
crisis — based, for example, on the use of a shaveabulary (the term ‘Europe’ among it) and
of specific rhetorical strategies (like the persieation of Europe) —, only evolved during thé".5
and 16'century and proliferated in the1@and 18 century.

But even though the existing studies have shed dighteon the concept of Europe in the works
of ‘great thinkers’ like Piccolomini, Richelieu, teibniz, its wide distribution across languages
and genres, as well as its influence on the astugbing of Europe in political, cultural and other
related aspects have only recently received mdeatain. This holds especially true for texts
written in Neo-Latin, as is shown by the projectitted Europe and European Identity in Neo-
Latin Literature conducted at the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute fooNeatin studies in Innsbruck,
the organiser of this conference. This projectaptis for the first time to take into consideration
the vast amount of Neo-Latin literature processiegdiscourse on Europe and European identity,
for most of what we know so far about the early eracgprocess of the formation of Europe relies
almost exclusively on vernacular sources. The dispe of discourses on Europe across the
continent — be it in Latin or in the vernacularhewever, is difficult to grasp, since they are not
restricted to one specific genre. In fact, thealisses span a variety of text types, such as galiti
treatises, poems, novels, commentaries, periodio@s, grammar books, private letters etc. The
early modern discourses of Europe rely on an imeensmmunicative network, the contours of
which are challenging to decipher.

CONFERENCE AIM AND RESEARCH QUESTIONS

To this end, the conference will dive into the yanbdern days of the notion of Europe. Assuming
that discourses on Europe tend to transcend litiguisstoric, and generic boundaries, we invite
participants from different fields to examine vesular and Latin negotiations of Europe from
the late 1% to the early 18 century. This multi-angled approach will serveidentify both
similarities and differences in the constructiohBwarope within its different national and cultural
communities. Comparing the results from Neo-Latird&s with the findings of other disciplines,
the conference’s main purpose is to investigatedibeursive representations of Europe from a
contrastive and interdisciplinary pan-European pegsve: papers should concern questions of
how the term Europe was defined and evaluated hadoacepts were attached to Europe, and in
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which way texts were trying to create or propagatmmon European identity in the various
languages, disciplines and genres of Early Modgrnit

Accordingly, papers regarding the following topiaese particularly (but not exclusively)
welcome:

O ideas, definitions, interpretations as well asalisses on Europe in texts and media
of any given genre (e.g. the geographical condbptreligious idea ofhristianitas;
the intellectual notion of thiees publica litteraria; the cultural image of Europe as the
heir of values derived from the ancient past; tbktipal concept of a ‘balance of
power’);

O the ‘rhetorics’ of Europe, i.e. in which way discseis on Europe are performed and
promoted, which metaphors and narratives are eragldy describe Europe or to
convey the interactions between Europe and itspary. eroticism of lovers and
rivals in allegories);

O the interplay between language and identity, he rble language plays ideologically
and politically in shaping identity in connectionitv the notion of Europe
(e.g.Latinitas against the vernaculars);

O relationships between nations and Europe, i.avthetexts sharpen national identities
with regard to the supra-national (e.g. Europe phuglity of nations following the
principle of unity in diversity).

PRACTICALITIES

We welcome papers of a maximum of 30 minutes lengtich paper will be followed by
¢.10 minutes of discussion. English will servelasmain conference language. The publication
of the papers in a collective conference volumel@éned for 2018, the deadline for article
submission will beApril 30" 2018 To submit a proposal, please send an abstraciufpaper
(max. 150 words) and a brief curriculum vitae (mahalf a page) to
isabella.walser@neolatin.Ibg.ac.at or clementinesmoa@neolatin.lbg.ac.at before
April 30" 2017

The Ludwig Boltzmann Institute for Neo-Latin Stusliwill reimburse the travel expenses and
compensate for the conference hotel in Innsbruck.rthree nights (arrival Wednesday"29
departure Saturday, Decembé&t 2017).

Further information about the conference can beadat_http://neolatin.lbg.ac.at.




